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NOTE: ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO PART OF THIS PUBLICATION MAY BE REPRODUCED, STORED IN AN ELECTRONIC 
RETRIEVAL SYSTEM OR TRANSMITTED IN ANY FORM BY ANY MEANS ELECTRONIC, MECHANICAL PHOTOCOPYING, 

RECORDING OR OTHERWISE WITHOUT THE PRIOR WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE AUTHOR, ELVIN MONTGOMERY JR. 
 

ELVIN MONTGOMERY: Elvin Montgomery is a certified appraiser and a board member of the Appraisers Association of America. He is also a collector 
and dealer in African American history materials who lives and works in New York City. He focuses on informative, historic, and often difficult to find 
material that reveals the doings, thinking, concerns, achievements and creative products of African Americans of the past. As a consultant, educator 
and author he lectures, researches and writes about African American history collecting, advising those who own or are building African American 
collections and assisting those engaged in related research.  He has appraised major African American collections and organizes African American 
history collecting and teaching events. He is a graduate of Harvard College (B.A. 1968) and Columbia University (M.S. 1971, M. Phil. 1977 and Ph.D. 1979).  

TITLE DESCRIPTION (CONTENTS & USES) INTENDED AUDIENCE PRICE 
1. THE AFRICAN AMERICAN 
APPRAISAL HANDBOOK – A Guide To 
The Valuation Of African American 
Heritage Objects (© 2004 Elvin Montgomery) 

93-page comb-bound photocopied book on the problems, 
solutions, issues and insights involved in placing a financial 
value on African American heritage objects (physical objects 
made of any material, from any period that reflect or pertain to 
the history, culture, creative output or experiences of African 
Americans). African American heritage objects include books, 
documents, ephemera, artworks, photographs, costumes, 
clothing, medals and trophies, textiles, records, artifacts, 
letters, or any other kind of artifact including historic buildings. 
This book increases understanding of these objects from a 
financial value point of view and reduces the chances of faulty 
valuations or undervaluation of them by providing a rational 
approach to including their African American content and 
characteristics as key factors in valuation. Unillustrated. For 
those seeking much information systematically and clearly 
presented in one place.   

Collection owners (individual 
or institutional), appraisers, 
dealers, estate planners, 
scholars, cultural enthusiasts 

         
$50 

2. COLLECTION MANAGEMENT FOR 
HISTORY ART AND CULTURE 
OBJECTS (© 2004 Elvin Montgomery) 

54-page spiral-bound photocopied article of advice and 
information on systematically managing collections as assets 
in order to accomplish long term goals. Collection management 
consists of proactive, deliberate steps that direct the fate and 
use of a collection in order to achieve owner-defined collection 
management goals. The risks and choices encountered in 
managing collections are explained in detail as well. The 
examples are particularly instructive when considering difficult 
aspects of collection management (e.g. goal setting, appraisal, 
selling choices, retaining a collection while still drawing 
revenue from it, etc.)   

Collection owners, archivists, 
researchers, estate planners, 
appraisers, culture advocates 
and institutions 

$50 
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3. THE HARLEM RENAISSANCE – 
A Deeper Understanding 

32-page article on Harlem’s 1920-1940 flowering in the context 
of African American history and the less widely-discussed 
aspects of it (e.g. post slavery psycho-social motivations, the 
life of the common man, literacy, urbanization, etc). Also 
discusses the nationwide New Negro period, important themes 
in society, literature, art and culture of the period and other 
topics related to a deeper understanding of the era. 

Cultural institutions, 
collectors, researchers and 
filmmakers, community 
preservation advocates, etc.  

$50 

4. COLLECTING BLACK HISTORY ON A 
LIMITED BUDGET 

25-page article on the subject of interest to many – how to 
collect African American heritage objects without having a 
great deal to spend. It can be done but it requires much 
thinking, information and acuity.  

 $25 

5. SLAVERY COLLECTING – New 
Frontiers & Old (© 2000 Elvin Montgomery) 

6-page article on the historical context, trends, types of items 
encountered, critical characteristics and interpretation of 
collected objects related to African American slavery. Much 
attention and money is being devoted to the collecting and 
presentation of slavery artifacts but there is little (if any) 
overview guidance for those interested but inexperienced in a 
field in which there is as much deception as historical truth.  

Educators, collectors, 
researchers, filmmakers, 
writers, Black history fans  

$20 

6. THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD – 
The Human Element (© 2000 Elvin Montgomery) 

6-page article on the people aspects of the underground 
railroad, e.g.: What kinds of slaves attempted to escape, why 
and how – and, who were the many that did not escape? 

Educators, collectors, 
researchers, filmmakers, 
writers, the historically curious 

$20 

7. INVESTMENT ASPECTS OF 
AFRICAN AMERICAN COLLECTING  
(© 2000 Elvin Montgomery) 

6-page article on the increasing practice of collecting African 
American heritage objects for financial gain. Not a price or 
investment guide, it is an introduction to the subject. 

Collection owners, potential 
collectors, dealers, 
institutions, Black history fans  

$20 

8. AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURAL 
PRESERVATION (FOR ADULTS, 
CHILDREN AND COMMUNITIES)      (© 2004 
Elvin Montgomery) 

10-page article on the preservation, understanding and 
appreciation of African American heritage objects. Covers  
issues such as: What are the goals and themes of cultural 
preservation? What types of African American objects (with 
what types of subject matter) should be preserved and 
studied? What activities are useful for promoting cultural 
awareness for adults, families, children and communities?.  

Culture fans, educators, 
preservationists,  families 
seeking to educate their 
children, communities, etc.  

        
$20 

9. NEW TRENDS IN AFRICAN 
AMERICAN COLLECTING (© 2004 Elvin 
Montgomery)  

6-page presentation on recent, major developments in the 
collecting of African American heritage objects: The collecting 
market, causes for market changes, established collecting 
specialties, key general change trends; new specialties and 
themes collected and future collecting trends just emerging 

Collection owners, potential 
collectors, dealers, 
institutions, Black history fans 
 
 

$20 
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NOTE: 
 

1. The book “COLLECTING AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY” by Elvin Montgomery (272pp., New York; 2001; Stewart, Tabori & Chang, 272 pp.) is 
available commercially through bookstores and internet retailers. It is the first and only (as of February 2004) authoritative illustrated overview of its kind 
on the various types of African American history and culture objects that are desirable, useful and collected. It explains and depicts what they are and 
how they look, the range of themes and subject matter they encompass, factors involved in assessing them, who is collecting them and why, what to be 
aware of in collecting them and the economic aspects of collecting them. It is intended for both a specialist and a general audience since informative 
reference is much needed on the subject by all concerned. 

2. Writings in progress (final content and completion date unpredictable at present) include: 1. “ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO DETAILED AFRICAN AMERICA 
APPRAISAL” and 2.  “LOST GEMS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY” (A presentation and analysis of interesting items now little known which have 
unusual, striking or significant African American content) 

3. Digital copies of photographs, illustrations and selections from vintage African American-related materials that are useful for education, research, 
exhibition or decoration are available for a fee upon request    

4. Other writings and speeches have been completed or started and are available upon detailed request 
5. Catalogs of African American objects for sale are available upon request 

 

 
 
 
 


